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Abstract: This paper discusses the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching,
assessment (CEFR) in connection with language, culture, and society. The CEFR reflects the EU’s educational
policies of seeking to enhance the communicative abilities of EU citizens as social agents. At the same time, the EU
encourages citizens to preserve sociocultural harmony and diversity through education. We compare the EU with
India in terms of its multi-lingual and multi-cultural aspects, but the former presupposes Christianity, whereas the
latter officially accepts religious diversity.

As more and more foreign residents from Asian countries have formed communities in Japan, they have
sometimes caused conflicts with local Japanese communities. Japanese policies should seek sociocultural harmony
by helping foreign residents to maintain their language and respecting their sociocultural backgrounds, not by forcing
them to assimilate into traditional Japanese society. To implement such policies, cultivating the abilities of
sociocultural agents—such as translators, socio-cultural mediators—will become more important.

Evaluation generally has two aspects: objective evaluation, which is generally used for selection, and subjective
evaluation. Because language communication is made of complicated factors such as language skills and
sociocultural understanding, the use of objective evaluation requires a high degree of prudence. Self-assessment of
communicative abilities, on the other hand, is useful for developing one’s second or third language competence and
understanding of different cultures.

What one cannot accomplish using one’s first language cannot be done using any foreign language. First-
language education in modern Japanese society, therefore, has the highest priority in the public education policy.
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